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“py st of the Third Reich and the origins 
of the Second World War 


ephemeral, for once the enemy has been defeated the 
alliance’s centre of gravity is destroyed. There was little 
ayn to suppose that the entente between America, France, and 
jut Britain, which won the First World War, would be more 
able than the Holy League after Lepanto, or the congress of 
iorious powers after Waterloo. But when compared with the 
itrthere was a profound difference : whereas after the-final defeat 
iNapoleon, for 100 years the Pax Britannica maintained a balance 
ijwer between the squabbling nations of Europe, during the 
at World War it was destroyed and after it, thanks to American 
uiupation in the war, it was replaced by the League of Nations, 
‘istument designed neither to remove the causes which had 
ROS the war, nor to re-establish the balance of power 
ae perished in it. Instead it rigidly imposed a peace on 
ton lines which conformed neither to history, nor to 
"eaphy, nor to economics, Instead of being designed as a 
males of sovereign Powers for the settlement by 
atc inet putes between its members, it was fashioned as an 
ih threate es which legalized war against any Power 
denen ee its members’ territorial integrity and political 
tant of y° oe outlawed all other forms of war. It was a 
: ipitent. Apes the sword, which caused ever-increas- 
genOUS a friction and, as a reaction to its futile and 
‘Athority ae led to an outcrop of tyrants who challenged 
Anon exploited its impotence. 
losoph a artists of power were two men possessed of a new 
Vth of F “nito Mussolini and Adolf Hitler. They challenged 
“alist, APE Le Man, the fundamental factor in Capitalism, 
1 Man, Thie anism, and exalted in its stead the myth of 
“Preng acl S myth has been clearly defined by that remark- 
Thanet Oldier René Quinton, in his Maximes sur la guerre :> 


™ whi glish by D ‘ 4 
hich the quotations oupies Jerrold under the title Soldier’s Testament 


Ws alliances against a common enemy are proverbially 
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“The hero is the man who forgets himself for 
Nature created the hero not to live but toserve ., he hee 

. because his life is the apotheos; C10 jy 
unique among men ec Potheosis of dey 


Others, 


t of effort. . . . Wars give back religion to-menwie ann 
ae fe = _ It is security of life that has killed the gods, #8 have 
death man saves the life of the world. . . . Id 


sande men, an 
the founders of races.” 

In Hitler’s eyes the aims of international Capitalism a 
Marxism were one and the same, Both, he said, repudiated “ih 
aristocratic principle of Nature”; both were destroyers of ual; . 
not of things but of life. He held that both lacked the self-justifica. 
tion of sacrifice, fought against Nature, and were destroyers of the 
race. Hence his creed of the blood, cryptically embalmed in hig 
dogma “‘ein Volk, ein Reich, ein Fuhrer” , which perversely he adulter. 
ated with confused ideas on Aryanism and Teutonic superioy; 
mixed with vitriolic hatred for the Jews. Like Cromwell, he 
created an Association, not of tapsters and decayed serving Men, 
but of men of spirit who “made some conscience of what they 
did.” And when we turn to his autobiographical bible- Min 
Kampf—we find remarkable parallels to the maxims of René 
Quinton: : 

“Men do not die for business but for ideals. . . . He who would 
live must fight. He who does not wish to fight in this world, where 
permanent struggle is the law of life, has not the right to exist. . 
To recover Germany’s power you must not ask ‘How are we to 
manufacture arms?’ but ‘How are we to breed the spirit that 
makes a people capable of bearing arms?’ . . . The greatness of 
the Aryan is not based on his intellectual powers; but rather on 
his willingness to devote all his faculties to the service of the 
community. . . . This mental attitude, which forces self-interest 
to recede into the background in favour of the common weal, 
is the first pre-requisite of any kind of really human civilizaton. 
. . . The renunciation of one’s own life for the sake of the com- 
munity is the crowning significance of the idea of all sacrifice. . ss 
Posterity will not remember those who pursued only their a 
individual interests, but it will praise those heroes who renoun 
their own happiness.” pameee 

The sets of Peter F. Druker on this creed are pee 
“Tt is a common and stupid mistake,” he Writes ad ani 
Economic Man, “to look at this exaltation of sacrifice in tol ce 
as mere hypocrisy, self-deception, or a propaganda stunt. 
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gest despair. Just as nihilism jn th 
out © de as noblest and bravest of the yo 
aturact® ed Italy it was the best, not the w 


€ Russia of 1880 
ung People, so in 
Orst representatives 


Gem st-war generation who refused to compromise with 4 

if te at had no genuine values worth dying for and no valid 

wort orth living for 

are tsar the struggle between these two myths— Economic Man 
n 


‘¢ Man-is accepted and understood, 
and hin 1939 submerged the world is almost inc 
whic age to which it gave birth little more tha. 
and the 

of cae Austrian by parentage, was born at Rraunau-am-Inn 

Bric 1889, and when on the outbreak of war in 1914 he 
OR sto the 16th Bavarian Infantry Regiment, no other 
ar ithad a better claim to be called “the complete proletarian,” 
paras sheer merit, he won the Military Service Cross with 
aa the Regimental Diploma for Gallantry, and the first-class 
order of the Iron ies Yet, strange to say, he never rose above 

k of corporal. 

is vhile the eH of the war inscribed their triumph on the 
memorial they erected at Rethondes in the forest of Compiégne, 
which read: “Jct le rx Novembre 1918 succombra le criminel orgeuil de 
Pempire Allemand, vaincu par les peuples libres qu’il prétendait asservir’, 
Corporal Hitler lay in hospital at Pasewalk in Pomerania half- 
blinded by poison gas. Little did they suspect that a day would 
dawn when this obscure soldier would at the foot of that same 
monument receive the surrender of the eagles of France and carry 
his swastika flag from the Atlantic to the Volga. 

What was the power which enabled him to achieve this? In 
Part his political genius, also in part his remarkable gift of leader- 
ship, but above all that he believed himself to be the divinely 
appointed regenerator of the Germanic peoples. He was a god- 
intoxicated man, the spiritual precipitate of the law of retribution, 
that he who soweth iniquity shall reap calamity. é 

The demons that exalted him were the Treaty of Versailles, 
Which bore no resemblance to Wilson’s Fourteen Points —“Quatorze 
yamandements | Crest un peu raide!”? had cried Clemenceau, “Le bon 
; wi ten avait que dix!” —the invasion of the Ruhr by Poincaré in 
onic debauched the German currency and wiped a the 
bea 1 middle classes; the influx of £750 m. in foreign ae 

“M1924 and 1930, which debauched the German people, 


the cataclysm 
omprehensible 
n the plaything 


FM, 
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material were available for work instead of running into 


borrowing it. j 

Because the life of international finance depended Uupo 
issue of interest-bearing loans to nations in economic an the 
Hitler’s economics spelt its ruination. If he were allowed .° 
succeed, other nations would certainly follow his example to 
should a time come when all non-gold-holding govenmes 
exchanged goods for goods, not only would borrowin oa 
and gold lose its power, but the money-lenders would h: 
close shop. 

This financial pistol was pointed more particularly at th 
United States, because they held the bulk of the world’s gy cf 
of gold, and because their mass-production system necessitate 
the export of about 10 per cent. of their products in order to avoid 
unemployment. Further, because the brutalities meted oyt to 

German Jews by Hitler understandably had antagonized Amen. 

can Jewish financiers, six months after Hitler became Chancellor 

Samuel Untermyer, a wealthy New York attorney, threw down 

the challenge. He proclaimed a “holy war” against National 

Socialism and called for an economic boycott of German goods, 

shipping, and services. Cordell Hull, American Secretary of 

State, under the terms of the Trade Agreement Act of 1934, 

insisted that American foreign trade should not be undercut 

by exchange controls, government monopolies, and the barter 
system. 
Between 1933 and 1936, Hitler had reduced German unen- 
ee ae ee . *y)° . 

ployment from six millions to one, and prosperity had so far 

returned that, like Arthur Balfour in 1907, in 1936 Winston 

Churchill is reported to have said to General Robert E. Wood of 

America: ‘‘Germany is getting too strong and we must smash her,” 

Then in September, 1937, a new American depression set in and 

developed with such startling rapidity that, on October 19, the 

stock market collapsed, and in the following month the census of 
unemployment showed about 11 million totally unemployed and 

5,500,000 partially so. Something had to be done to divert public 

attention from this desperate internal situation — especially as the 

presidential elections were impending-and on October 5 

Chicago, President Roosevelt delivered his notorious Alera 

Speech”. He spoke of “a haunting fear of calamity - - ation 

present reign of terror . . . the very foundations of civiliza ica 
are seriously threatened . . . let no one imagine that Amer 


debt by 


AVE to 
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escape, that the Western Hemisphere wil] 
hat the easiest measure to enforce moral 
jonal quarantine against aggressors, § 
n aggressor was named. Mr. Bernard B 
mal ¢ C. Marshall that “We are going to li 
n't going to get ae es it”. With 
system, for in September, 1939, Baruch release: 
best eat ew he had with the President in ah pe 
“fw e keep our prices down, there 1S No reason why we shouldn't 
at the customers from the belligerent nations that they have had 
to drop because of the war. In that event Germany’s barter system 
will be destroyed” 

In Great Britain a similar challenge to the barter system was in 
full blast, and on March 9g, 1939, the Polish Ambassador in 
London reported to his Government that Mr. R. S. Hudson, the 
Parliamentary Secretary for Overseas Trade, had said to him: 
“The British Government were . . . determined not to abandon 
a single European market and not to renounce their economic 
advantages in favour of the German Reich. . . . Today we are 
making negotiations in the economic sphere and shattering the 
German barter system.” So fiercely was the economic war waged 
that Robert E. Sherwood records in The White House Papers of 
Harry L. Hopkins that, in April, 1939, the acting military attaché 
in the American embassy at Berlin reported: “The present situa- 
tion when viewed in the light of an active war which Germany 
is now in the process of waging becomes clear. It is an economic 
war in which Germany is fighting for her very existence. Germany 
+ have markets for her goods or die and Germany will not 

ie. 

When we consider these economic causes of the Second World 
War it must be borne in mind, like with those of the first, that the 
Struggle between the two economic systems is not a question of 
a and wrong, but of survival values. It was no more right or 
me loan-capitalism to fight for its supremacy than it was 
= iter to fight for his barter system. Each was vital to the party, 

cerned; both were the product of trade competition - the curse 


Not be attacked” 
Standards was a 
on after this the 
aruch told General 
ck that fellow Hitler, 
what? Presumably his 


rn of the Industrial Revolution. 
Besides this 
to inf 


Porta 
his Pp 


Cause of war, between 1933 and 1939 others helped 
‘me the international situation, and of these the most im- 
nt was the violence with which Hitler set out to carry out 
"gramme of German regeneration. Firstly, on October 19, 


——": 


1933; in order to clear his political decks, he withdrew fr 


om 
League, and secondly, to secure Germany’s eastern flank the 


January 26, 1934, he entered on a 10 year Peace pact with Po| 
which in September was in part neutralized when th 


British fleet. 


The next crisis was further to increase Hitler’s power and to 
bankrupt the League. In accordance with the secret treaties of 
the World War, Italy had been promised economic contro} in 
Abyssinia and, in order to purchase peace in Tunisia, in January, 
1935, France had made a deal with Mussolini over Abyssinia - 
a member of the League. When Mussolini failed to obtain satis. 
faction at Geneva, on October 3 he invaded Abyssinia, and on 
November 18 the League, headed by Great Britain, enforced 
economic sanctions against Italy. Although they in no way 
impeded her, they threw Mussolini into Hitler’s arms. In 
the end the 50-odd nations of the League were irretrievably 
discredited, and on March 7, 1936, Hitler declared the Franco- 
Soviet pact, which was then about to be ratified, a violation 
of the Treaty of Locarno, and reoccupied the demilitarized 


Rhineland. 


The next crisis followed immediately. Since February, 1936, 
the misrule of the Popular Front Government in Spain had led 
to such chaos that, in order to quell anarchy, on July 18 General 
Francisco Franco raised his standard of revolt; he was supported 
by Italian troops, and the Republicans by Russian. Here again 
was an opportunity not to be missed by Hitler. On November 25 
he entered into an Anti-Comintern Pact with Japan, and directly 
it became apparent that Franco was winning, on March 13; 1938; 


he annexed Austria. 


A fortnight later the Sudeten Germans in Czechoslovakia 
demanded a restricted form of self-government, and were at oe 
supported by Hitler, not only because of his racial principle, a 
because Czechoslovakia was a F ranco-Soviet air pistol pointed a 
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» On 
and, 
. ee Rigs € Soviet 
Union joined the League. Next, once the Saar plebiscite had 80 

in favour of Germany, on March 16, 1935, Hitler repudiate d th 
arms provisions of the Treaty of Versailles and reintroduced ae 
scription, which he justified by pointing at the enormoys Sovie 
army. On May 2 this was countered by the Franco-Soviet Pact 
of Mutual Assistance, which made nonsense of the League, as also 
did the Anglo-German Naval Agreement of June 18, by which 
the strength of the German fleet was fixed at 35 per cent, of the 


r in Paris, 


ae Propaganda 
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He had not forgotten that, in 1919, 
ny- t should Germany refuse to sign the 
epombed from the Bohemian airfields, 
until September 1, when Henlein, leader 
os visited Hitler at te aus The E 

¢ so explosive that, on Septembe E 
ere then ie British Prime Minister, Mr. Nevill Gas 
itler. On the 24th, Sir Eric Phipps, British Ambas- 
informed Lord Halifax, British Forei 
best in France is against war, almost a 
he sole group in favour of war was that 
ho were “‘paid by Moscow.” Finally, on September 2g, 
Daladier and Signor Mussolini, for the third time 
ain flew to Germany and met Hitler at Munich, 
inorder to avert war, he agreed to the secession of the Sudetenland 
to Germany. Mutinies had broken out in the French army and, 
rding to Sir Neville Henderson, the British Ambassador in 
Berlin, England “‘did not possess any Spitfires . 
or two experimental Hurricanes, and only seven modern A.A. 
guns for the defence of London.” 

These never-ending crises generated a violent propaganda 
against Hitler. Foreign affairs lost all objectivity and became 
wrapped in an explosive animosity which so perturbed Dr. 
Goebbels, the German Minister of Propaganda, that he appealed 
to the American Ambassador in Berlin, who replied that the 
“most crucial thing that stood between any betterment of 
American Press relationships was the Jewish question.” 

Tt was in no way improved when, on November 7, 1938, a 
young Polish Jew assassinated the third secretary at the German 
Embassy in Paris, because the murder at once precipitated a 
Pogrom against the Jews in Berlin which added fuel to anti- 

¢rman sentiment in America. The situation as it was at the end 
ofthe year is so illuminatingly described by the Polish Ambassador 
at Washington, Count Jerzy Potocki, in a report to the Polish 
Office, dated January 12, 1939, that we will pions from 


Peace 


the Allies had 
treaty, she 


of the Sudeten 
uropean atmo- 


gn Minister, 
t any Price,” 
of the Com- 


. . had only one 


pobke opinion in America nowadays,” he wrote, ee 
Naw im an increasing hatred of everything . - - connected bi 
atonal Socialism. Above all, propaganda here 1s entirely in 
hands . . and “when bearing public ignoran sak 
is so effective that people here have no F 


ce in mind, 
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of affairs in Eu wai 
knowledge a a ie aa this carefully ects a Mter. 
esting to observe - ght-out campaign 
which is primarily conducted against National Sogj Mage 
reference at all is made to Soviet Russia. If that country js he 
tioned, it is referred to in a friendly manner and people are He 
the impression that Soviet Russia is part of the democratic re, 
of countries. Thanks to astute propaganda, public sympathy j 
the U.S.A. is entirely on the side of Red Spain. Side by side with 
this propaganda an artificial war-panic is created. . , | No effort 
is spared to impress upon the American mind that in the event 
of a world war the U.S.A. must take an active part in a struggle 
for freedom and democracy. President Roosevelt was first in the 
field to give expression to this hatred of Fascism. He had a two-fold 
purpose in mind: firstly, he wanted to divert American public 
opinion from difficult and complicated domestic problems, . , , 
Secondly, by creating a war-panic . . . he wanted to induce 
Americans to endorse his huge program of armaments. . , , 
“Furthermore, the brutal treatment meted out to the Jews in 
Germany as well as the problem of the refugees are both factors 
which intensify the existing hatred of everything connected with 
German National Socialism. In this campaign of hatred, indiyi- 
dual Jewish intellectuals such as Bernard Baruch, Lehman, 
Governor of New York State, Felix Frankfurter, the newly 
appointed Supreme Court Judge, Morgenthau, the Financial 
Secretary, and other well-known personal friends of Roosevelt 
have taken a prominent part in this campaign of hatred. All of 
them want the President to become the protagonist of human 
liberty, religious freedom and the right of free speech. . . . This 
particular group of people, who are all in highly placed American 
official positions and who are desirous of being representatives of 
‘true Americanism’, and as ‘Champions of Democracy’, af," 
point of fact, linked with international Jewry by ties incapable of 
being torn asunder. For international Jewry —so intimately com 
cerned with the interests of its own race— President Roosevelt’ 
‘ideal’ role as a champion of human rights was indeed a godsend. 
In this way Jewry was able not only to establish a dangerous ae 
in the New World for the dissemination of hatred and enmity, y 
it also succeeded in dividing the world into two warlike ae 
The whole problem is being tackled in a most mysterious an ‘ 
Roosevelt has been given the power to enable him to eae 
American foreign policy and at the same time to create 
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es in armaments for a future war which 
ately heading for.” 


reserY 
ios days after Count Potocki penned this dis 


the Jews are 


, g patch, hi 
bare d by William C. Bullitt, American Ambassador to pits 


: e event of war, the United States would 5 
ee actively on the side of Britain and F ibn ae 
to : the next crisis, for soon after this assurance was given Hitler 
oo ded to complete the subjugation of Czechoslovakia. He 
demented a coup d’état which liberated Slovakia, and on March 15, 
1939s he occupied Prague and proclaimed the Protectorate of 
Bohemia and Moravia. Not content with these aggressions, he had 
moved toward his final one. On October 24, 1938, Joachim von 
Ribbentrop, his Foreign Minister, suggested to the Polish Ambas- 
sador in Berlin that the Polish Government should agree to a 
“reunion of Danzig with the Reich” and should consent to the 
building of ‘‘an extraterritorial motor road and railway line across 
Pomorze’?—that is, across the Polish Corridor—which 20 years 
earlier Mr. Lloyd George had declared, “‘must sooner or later 
lead to a new war in the east of Europe.” Arguments followed, 
during which Mr. Chamberlain produced a formula whereby 
Britain, France, Poland, and Russia would sign a declaration 
that they “would act together in the event of further signs of 
German aggressive ambitions’. Strangely enough, Josef Beck, 
the Polish Foreign Minister, rejected the proposal and, equally 
inexplicable, when in its stead Beck suggested a bilateral agree- 
ment between Britain and Poland, Chamberlain agreed to it, 
and on March 27 the British Foreign Office informed Beck that 
if the Poles would undertake to defend themselves in event of 
a German attack, Britain would pledge “all her forces and 
Ay eee their assistance.” This agreement was made public 
tch 31, 

cae effect Chamberlain’s Polish guarantee had on Hitler was 

ao for though the latter was aware that an attack on 
z and was likely to involve him in a war on two fronts, on April 3 

‘ssued a directive to prepare an invasion of Poland after 
"German Whi : | pp. 29-31. Addressing 
the Reichs g.on aad aorta ive. iy bea OA aay once agai to make 


thevzaton of hurling the people into a world war, the result will be, 


w Tace in E » TE for according to 
About urope.”” This was to be only too true, fo ha 
Cor forces | Inooue of them will have to be liquidated; only 49 Pes ce ae 
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September 1, and on April 17, in order to avoid a two-fr mbassador ene a atu at ules expire at 
he opened negotiations with the Kremlin. Both were ace tat the British ch 
That by now war had been decided on by others besides Hit! When Hitler oe Berens s his iallenge he sat in silence 
is clear; for Karl von Weigand, the doyen of American joureates yamoved, and w oF a . c 8 ee iS interpreter, left the room 
in Europe, informs us that, on April 25, he was called th it g turned to him and said: “If we lose this war, then God 
American Embassy in Paris and told by Bullitt, * ‘War in Euro : 
has been decided upon. Poland’, he said, ‘had an assurance of the 
support of Britain and France, and would yield to no demands 
from Germany. America,’ he predicted, ‘would be in the War 
after Britain and France entered it.’”! This statement jg cor- 
roborated by ,The White House Papers of Harry Hopkins, in which 
their editor says that, about this time, Winston Churchill told 
Bernard Baruch: “War is coming very soon. We will be in it and 
you (the United States) will be in it. You (Baruch) will be running 
the show over there, but I will be on the sidelines over here,” 
Throughout the summer the crisis fluctuated, and both Cham. 
berlain and Hitler bid for Russian support; the one to enable him 
to honour his Polish pledge, and the other to avert a two-front 
war. At length on August 23 the latter won; that day a treaty of 
non-aggression was signed in Moscow between Germany and the 
U.S.S.R., and in accordance with a secret protocol, Poland was 
to be divided -between Germany and Russia. On the 24th the 
treaty was published, and on the following day the Anglo-Polish 
Agreement of March 27 was formally signed. 
On September 1 - the anniversary of Sedan-without a declara- 
tion of war, German troops crossed into Poland, and President 
Roosevelt issued an appeal to Britain, France, Germany, and 
Poland to refrain from bombing unfortified cities and civil popu- 
lations. Hitler immediately endorsed the President's plea, and 
on the 2nd the British and French governments issued a declara- 
tion in which they stated that they were in sympathy with the 
humanitarian sentiments expressed by the President. ; 
At ga.m. on September 3 the British Ambassador in Berlin 
delivered an ultimatum to the German Foreign Office that unless 
before 11 a.m. assurances were given of a suspension of hostilities, 
Britain would declare war on Germany. At noon the French 


Ont war, 5 P.m, 


: ‘ he 
? The writer met von Weigand in Berlin on April 19, and was told by him that 
had learnt from a high authority that Genhaty Repected to overrun Poland a 
minimum of three weeks or a maximum of six: that there would be no attack oi 
Western Front, and that Italy would probably remain neutral. Of the British gu st 
to Poland he said: “Well, I guess your Mr. Prime Minister has made the bigs' 
blunder in your history since you passed the Stamp Act.” 
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